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Die Mercurii, 31 Fan. 17 59. 


Ordered, 7 
B' the Lords Spiritual and Tem poral, in 
Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks 
of this Houſe be, and are hereby given to the 
Lord Biſhop of Br: Aol, for the Sermon by him 
preached before this Houſe Yeſterday, in the 
Abbey-Church, VWeęſiminſter; and he is hereby 
deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwitli 
printed and publiſhed. . 


Aſhley Couper, Cler. Parliamentor. 
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S © M O N 


Preached before the Right Honourable the 5 2 — 


Lords Se1RITUAL and TEMPORAL in 
Parliament aſſembled, 


EN TEE 


Abbey-Church , Weſtminſter, 


On Tueſday, January 30, 1759, 


BEING THE 


Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day of the 
Martyrdom of King ChARLEs I. 


LOND ON: 


Printed for J. WHisToN and B. WHITE, at 
Boyle's- Head, in Pleet-Street. 1759. 
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PROVERBS iv. 23. 


Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of 
it are the iſſues of life. 


HE inſtructions contained in the Proverbs 
of Solomon, generally underſtood to have 
been written when his judgment was in its 
greateſt perfection, and thoſe in his book of 
Wiſdom compiled in the decline of his life, are the 


reſult not only of the experience of others, but of 
himſelf. He was a prince of carly wiſdom and piety, 
formed to the latter by the excellent leſſons of his 
dying father, and in full poſſeſſion of the former by 
means of his own induftry. For he had applied his 
heart to learn every thing; he was by no means a 
ſtranger to the laudable ſtudies of elegant arts; and he 
had purſued with ſucceſs, what was more important 
and ſubſtantial, natural and moral ſcience. He acknow- 


ledged and proclaimed the vanity of worldly pleaſures, 


unlawful pleaſures particularly, and ſeriouſly lamented 
B his 


6 A Sermon preached before 


his own purſuit of them. But independently of them, 
poſſibly before he had enſlaved himſelf to them, he 
underſtood and taught the neceſſity of acting upon a 
principle of religion, which alone can be a conſtant 
and uniform ground of action, not upon fits and ſtarts 
of paſſion or affection, which perpetually miſlead 
men from the real duties of life. 

He was then admirably well formed for a teacher 
to all forts of men in all conditions, from that of the 
ſovereign, to that of the peaſant. And accordingly 
his books contain many excellent leſſons, extending 
themſelves to every branch of our conduct, and appli- 
cable, either generally to the whole of our duty, or 
occaſionally to any part of it, which may at particular 
ſeaſons be the more immediate object of our conſi- 
deration. 

Amongſt theſe none is more ſtrongly expreſſed than 
that of my text, #eep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the iſſues. of life. 

As the heart in the body may be conceived to be 
the great principle of life independently of the ſeveral 
leſs noble parts; ſo the mind, free from the turbulency 
of paſſions, and not enflaved by the violence of un- 
reaſonable affections, is the fountain of all religious 
and moral and civil good. It is therefore to be moſt 
diligently kept; it is to be guarded againſt all aſſaults; 
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to be preſerved againſt all corruptions; carefully 
watched as it receives impreſſions from without, and 


moſt punctually attended to when it begins its own 
motions within. 


« Purſue every thing uſeful to you,” may be the 


moral philoſophy of ſome ; have in view all kinds 


« .of profit and pleaſure, indulge every appetite and 


.« pratify every paſſion, may be pleaſing inſtructions; 


and every thing of this fort may ſeem preferable to 
« keep thy heart with all diligence.” Yet all hiſtory 
would teach us (if our reaſonings upon ſuch points 
ſtood in need of that fort of experiment) that the un- 


bounded gratification of every deſire, for power, for 


pleaſures, for riches, for honours, tends to the cer- 
tain deſtruction of nations, whoſe proſperity will beſt 
be preſerved by following the leſſon of the wiſe king, 
keep thy heart with all diligence : keep one uniform, 
ſteady tenor of life: reſolve never to depart from the 
three great duties, to God, to man, and to yourſelf : 
and facrifice every gratification rather than deviate 
from what you cannot but admit as a principle of 
reaſon and religion. The conſequence will be, not 
that you will never err, not that you will never differ 
from other men, not that your actions will never be 
eventually miſchievous ; but certainly that you will 
never commit wilful ſin againſt God, and probably 
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that amongſt much good you will occaſion but little 
evil to man. ; 

Keeping the heart with all diligence is the duty 
and the intereſt of all men, conſidered either as indi- 
viduals, or as members of a civil ſociety. For it muſt 
be their duty to do the will of God, which yet is not 
to be done without watchfulneſs and care in this im- 
perfect ſtate, ſurrounded as they are with a great va- 
riety of temptations from without, liable to be de- 
ceived by their own inadequate notions of real good, 
and generally but too ignorant of their own ſtrength. 
And it muſt be their intereſt likewiſe, becauſe it will 
lead them to that kind of knowledge which is of all 
others moſt beneficial. - It will lead them to eſtimate 
rightly their faculties and powers ; to fee the ſecret 
workings and firſt ſprings of evil in their breaſts, and 
ſo to defeat them; it will lead them to judge worſe 
of themſelves than they uſually do, and by that means 
to become better; and at the fame time to think more 
candidly of the reit of the world, when they ſhall ob- 


ſerve that the roots of ſuch weeds as they are apt to 


diſlike in others are ſometimes to be found growing up 
within themſelves. 

The ſame preſervation of the heart which makes 
them good men will alſo make them good citizens. 
For under that Character their conduct muſt extend 
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its influence much beyond Self, and the ends of ſo- 
ciety muſt be anſwered or defeated in propdrtion as 
men know themſelves, and by the help of that know- 
ledge contain themſelves every one within his own 
ſphere. The human mind was endowed with Rea- 
ſon as the great and ruling principle, but yet made 
ſuſceptible of Paſſions, which, in conjunction with 
and ſubordination to the other, were undoubtedly de- 
ſigned to influence its judgment and direct its choice. 
Nor is it likely, or indeed poſſible, that a wife and 
gracious Creator ſhould have furniſhed men with aftec- 
tions altogether uſeleſs, any more than that he would 
have given them had they been neceſſarily pernicious. 
But they are far from being the one or the other. 
They are ſo far from being neceſſarily pernicious, that 
without them we might frequently omit many good 
and beneficent actions towards others; and this too 
implies their utility, beſides that they are often the 
ſources not only of innocent and lawful, but alſo of 
virtuous pleaſures. Weeping with thoſe that weep, 
rejoicing with thoſe that rejoice, being deeply ſenfible 
of the miſeries to which our kindred, our friends, our 
country may be reduced, are all offices ariſing imme- 
diately from affections. They ariſe indeed from the 
moſt benevolent and humane affections, and thereſore 
we do not wonder that our Sayiour himſelf, when he 
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partook of our nature, was actuated by them, break- 
ing forth into a moſt pathetic exclamation at the ap- 
proaching ruin of his country.—-O Jeriſalem, Feruſa- 
lem, which Eilleſt the prophets and ftoneſt them that 
are ſent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
chilaren together, as a hen doth gather her brood under 
her wings, and ye would not? Behold your houſe is left 
unto you deſolate.— And again, when he came near, he 
beheld the city and wept over it, ſaying, If thou Hadi 
known, even thou, in this thy day the things which belong 
unto thy peace] But now they are hid from thine eyes. 
Nor are the other kind of affections, however leſs 
amiable and more dangerous in general, without their 
uſes when rightly ordered. For dominion muſt be 


given to the rational part of our compoſition, what 


importance ſoever we may allow to the other. Rea- 
ſon muſt govern and reſtrain the paſſions, which yet 
in many inſtances may give life and fpirit to action, 
as the ſolid earth contains within its banks that ele- 
ment, to which (however turbulent-it may ſometimes 
be) it owes its ſweetneſs, its beauty, and its fertility. 
So that men cannot be concerned to eradicate, but 
only to reſtrain their affections, and to curb their 


natural deſires. 


But ſuch is the perverſe uſe of human liberty, ſo 


violently are we hurried away to the gratification of 
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every wiſh that we fooliſhly imagine may conduce 
to our profit or to our pleaſure, that in a ſtate of 
equality men muſt ſoon run into moſt extravagant 


exceſſes, and many be led to think that they had 


not ſufficiently provided for their own being, or at 
leaſt their own happineſs, until they had deprived 
their fellows of the free and entire enjoyment of 
their acquiſitions. Nor could ſuch diforders be re- 
medied ſo long as equality of rank and honour and 
power were preſerved, or, to ſpeak more properly, 
ſo long as there were no eſtabliſhed rank and honour 
and power amongſt men. For although in that caſe 
an injury done to one ought to be reſented by all, 


yet that it would in general be oyerlooked is certain 
and well known. And then as to every perſon's re- 
ſenting injuries done to himſelf, and puniſhing the 
authors of them with his own hand, he would cer- 
tainly not have power ſufficient and probably parti- | 
ality in abundance. The indolence therefore of 
numbers. of men equal to and independent of each 
other, the weakneſs and partiality of particulars, 
and the otherwiſe certain prevalence of fraud and 
rapin over innocence, make civil maigiſtracy ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the happineſs and peace of 


mankind. 


But 
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But yet wee in civil ſocieties much evil muſt 
be prevented, the natural violence of the paſſions 
will ſtill remain, reſtrained indeed by fear in ſome 
caſes, but poſſibly encouraged in others by new 
hopes and new views, to which in a ſtate of nature 
men muſt be ſtrangers. For honours and powers 
planted within and fenced by mutual agreements, 
are much more tempting, becauſe much more ſecure, 
than when they can only be acquired and maintained 
by force. 

Princes will be allured to pervert the anda, 
which is delegated to them for the protection of their 
ſubjects, to the promoting of their own intereſts 
and the ſatisfying their perſonal ambition; applaud- 
ing their wiſdom, if the ſtrict letter of law will give 
ſome kind of ſanction to their attempts; and for- 
getting that even law itſelf will in many caſes not 
Juſtify its own ſeverity. 

The luſt of power and wealth will induce many to 
fall in with the diſpoſitions of ſuch malten for their 
own advantage. 

And whilſt the virtue of ſome ſtands forth to pre- 
vent the miſchiefs of tyranny, it will, although far 
from deſigning it, give protection to the vicious in- 
clinations of others, who will ſeek to gratify their 
intemperate deſires by confuſion and ruin. 
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Io prevent all ſuch diſorders the influence of reli- 


gion is neceſſary. Human laws, when in their beſt 
ſtate, and not deprived of their efficacy by civil com- 
motions, reach to actions only. The heart mult be 
rectified by religion; and the conſideration of our 
being under the government of God can alone influ- 
ence us to bridle our otherwiſe unruly wills and head- 
ſtrong paſſions, to act always upon principle, 4-eping 
our hearts with all diligence. 

How far our anceſtors in the laſt century deviated 
from this important duty muſt be left to every man's 
judgment. Hiſtorians have tranſmitted to us full ac- 
counts of their actions; of their motives they could 
not always judge, eſpecially as they themſelves had 


their own partialities in no ſmall degree. How far 
we of this age deviate from it is to be anſwered by 


every man's conſcience; and the ſin and danger of 
ſuch deviation are what it becomes us ſeriouſly to 
conſider. 

However, as to the firſt of theſe points, the con- 
duct of our anceſtors, if we cannot reflect upon it 
with pleaſure, yet we may with inſtruction; We may 
ſurely improve our minds by looking back upon the 
miſeries with which this nation was overwhelmed ; 
for this is in truth going to the beſt ſchool of wiſ- 
dom, to the moſt diſmal ſcenes of blood and laughter, 

2 affliction 
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affliction and amn neighbours, friends, kindred at 


enmity with each other even unto death; every ac-- 


count of thoſe times being like the roll of Ezekiel, 
Wwherein was written lamentations and mourning and woe. 
Exertions of regal authority, which its beſt. and 
warmeſt apologiſts can only palliate, not juſtify, 
alarmed a free people, who were yet but beginning 
to be ſenſible of their rights and of their ſtrength. 


New ſecurities againſt the Crown, demanded and 


granted, threw a weight of power on the other fide 
with which it was impoſſible to contend. The mu- 


tual confidence, which. ſhould ſubſiſt between the 


different parts of the Legiſlature, was ſoon deſtroyed ; 
the banks were broken down, and the waters of con- 


fuſion overflowed the land. Seven. years of civil war: 
prepared the way for twelve years. of uſurpation, by 


putting the King to a barbarous and ignominious 


death, depriving the Lords of their hereditary honours, 
and diſmiſſing the wretched remains of the Commons 


With a degree of inſolence which, even thoſe cruel and 


bloody. men had not deſerved at ſuch hands. 


But theſe ſolemn commemorations of paſt events, 
ee by the piety and wiſdom of the ſtate, are 
not deſigned for the keeping up the ſpirit of diviſion, 


and the ſupport of prejudices, but for the uniting the 


hearts of all men to prevent the return of the like ca- 


lamities; A 
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Ambien ; and for the humbling ourſelves before 60d 
by whoſe peculiar appointment frequently, and by 
whoſe wiſe permiſſion always, good or evil happen to 
any nation. Let us then with this view conſider our- 
ſelves, firſt, as ſubjects to the king, and ſecondly, as 
the ſervants of God. 

Firſt, as ſubjects, it is our pd to live undef 
a form of Government in its nature the moſt eligible, 
and likewiſe under the mildeſt adminiſtration of it, 
with which any nation in any age hath been bleſſed. 


The beſt faculties of the mind may be perverted to 


the worft uſes; and wiſdom, power, and courage 


may enflave as well as preſerve mankind. But when 


the protection of mens rights'as well as the main- 
taining of order is manifeſtly the object of a ſovereign's 
care, and juſtice foftened by humanity and benevo- 
lence is the main pillar and choſen ſupport of his go- 
vernment, his authority muſt be regarded, his perſon 
muſt be beloved, and his people muſt rejoice. Yet 
not all the people. Witneſs a daring and dangerous 
rebellion ; witneſs the preſent eager encouragement of 
factious libels, levelled directly againſt the perſon of 
the King himſelf, and againſt the principles of that 


great event to which we owe our preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, and from which true liberty, civil and reli- 


gious, takes its real date. But all they will and mnt 
C 2 rejoice, 
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rejoice, who neither ſeek for the unknown charms of 
arbitrary power on the one hand ; nor on the other ap- 


plaud the regicides of this day, wiſhing to ſee in Great 


Britain a republican eſtabliſhment, liable to a great va- 
riety of objections beſides thoſe of duty and conſcience. 

Love and Fear are paſſions by which men are alter- 
nately ſwayed ; and it is our happineſs that the mo- 
tive of fear need not be urged to enforce obedience 
to him who chooſes to be loved. All civil magiſtrates 
are not only maſters, but ſhould be fathers of their 
people. Accordingly, when the Prince to whom we 


owe obedience, might expoſtulate with . us in the 
whole of the 6th verſe of the iſt of Malachi - ſon 


bonoureth his father, and a fervant his maſter : if then 


J be a maſter, where is my fear ?—yet after the divine 
pattern prefers the other part only -/ I be a father, 


where is mine honaur ?*—who can retuſe paying it 
unto him? 5 7 

God almighty, the univerſal Lord of all, is him- 
ſelf beſt thanked for his own general government and 
protection of his creatures by our obedience to his 
will, and walking in the ways of his commandments. 
And although the diſtance between omnipotence and 
any earthly power, between the ſupreme - wiſdom of 
God and the very beſt thoughts of princes, be infi- 
nite, yet we are ſure that their governments conſpire to 
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the ſame ends. Religious and civil duties muſt have 
the ſame tendency: fear God and honour the king are 
therefore to be found united in the ſame precept. 

St. Paul's alluſion, made upon another occaſion, 
may be applied to the caſe of men under the ſame 
government. In the body the eye cannot ſay to the 
hand, I have no need of thee: nor can the eye and the 
hand, and all other parts of it together, ſay to any, 
even the moſt minute of them, I have no need of thee. 


So cloſely are our intereſts connected; ſo dependent is 


every one of us upon every other; and conſequently 
ſo dangerous is it to the public ſafety, tranquillity at 
leaſt, that even the meaneſt of us ſhould tranſgreſs the 
bounds of civil duty. 

Indeed, as civil economy was deſigned to ſecure the 
happineſs of every individual, that man muſt be no 
friend to himſelf who refuſes to enjoy the benefit of it 
when held out to him with ſo liberal an hand, neglect- 
ing to ſearch his own heart, and to ſee whether pride 
and envy have not ſtruck deep root and ſpread them- 
ſelves far and wide within it. If they have, it is impoſ- 
ible for him to be happy under the moſt righteous and 
perfect diſpenſations, much leſs under ſuch as muſt have 
in them a mixture of human infirmity, and thereby give 
bad minds a fatal opportunity of becoming worſe. But 
if he finds himſelf free from thoſe turbulent paſſions, or 


capable 


hearts as to prevent our having any ſhare in producing 
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capable of ſtopping their progreſs, a very little reflection 
will ſatisfy him that his intereſt conſpires with his duty, 
and that his happineſs depends upon his obedience to 
thoſe laws which were made to ſecure it, and upon his 
gratitude to ſuch as watch continually to promote it. 

There is nothing more diſtaſteful than the declama- 
tions of bad men in praiſe of freedom, nor any thing 
more dangerous to the intereſts of a community than 
liberty uſed as a cloak of malicionfreſs. For in the open- 
neſs of mens hearts they cheriſh even the appearance of 
what they love, and will take part upon that account too 
frequently with ſuch as have nothing but appearance and 
clamour to recommend them. Let us therefore culti- 


vate in our breaſts the higheſt ideas of liberty and virtue 


as being inſeparable companions, and remember, that as 
there can be no exalted pitch of virtue in a ſlave, fo nei- 
ther can there be any true reliſh of liberty in a profligate. 

Secondly, the humbling ourſelves before God is a 
duty, for the performance whereof theſe folemn com- 
memorations call upon his ſervants. 

If we have a ſenſe of his preſence and providence, this 
muſt be always our duty, although its neceſſity will 
more particularly occur to our minds when we are con- 


ſidering great and amazing calamities, and forming re- 


ſolutions of ſo habitually preſerving and watching our 
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the like in our own times. He is the ſovereign diſpenſer 
of good and evil; a firm reliance upon his favour and 
protection, and ardent prayers for his guidance are moſt 
neceſſary, ſince conſtant experience teaches us, that the 
wiſeſt of the ſons of men cannot foreſee the iſſue of their 
own councils and actions. We live in a ſtate of great 
uncertainty; we are not ſure that God will crown our 
prayers with ſucceſs; we are not ſure that he will proſ- 
per our endeavours; for we may pray perhaps for, and 
aim at things neither good for ourſelves nor others; and 
we may pray againſt and ſtrive againſt the greateſt of 
bleſſings. Nevertheleſs we are fare that the ways of 
God will be found equal in the end, and we are in the 
mean while ſure of pleaſing him by conforming to and 
obeying his will. A perfection of obedience to God 
univerſally prevailing, implies in its notion ſuch good- 
neſs in all men as would produce perfection of ſocial 
happineſs, refraining the ſpirit of ambition, checking 
the outrage of faction, theathing the ſwords of tyranny 
and rebellion, and cheriſhing and promoting the growth 


of all the virtues and charities which relate to civil life : 
ſo certain it is, even beyond all controverſy, that reli- 


gion and temporal happineſs, however it is that they 


are ſo often ſeparated, are naturally companions. 


The view of ſuch perfection of obedience is, I fear, ſo 


diſtant, that few give themſelves the trouble even of en- 


deavouring to be delighted with it, and all deſpair of 
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bringing it ſo near as to force the inattentive to admire 
it. Yet ſuch deſpair doth not become us. We have 
the word of God to teach us, the promiſes of God to 
encourage us, and the Spirit of God to aſſiſt us. 

Such, in truth, as reſolve to be /overs of pleaſures more 
than lovers of God, and to perſevere in all thoſe delights, 
vicious as well as innocent, which rank and power and 
riches can procure, and that too in ſome caſes with more 
induſtry and pain than the offices of religion would re- 
quire on their part, can have no reaſon to expect the 
bleſſings which they deſpiſe. 8 

But they who flee thoſe things, and follow after righ- 
teouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, meekneſs, patience, will be 
happy in themſelves moſt probably even on this ſide of 
the grave, and when they ſhall have finz/bed their courſe, 
will leave to their poſterity ſuch examples as will ani- 
mate them to promote the glory of God and the good 
of mankind. 

Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, through 
tbe blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you perfect in 
very good work to do his will, working in you that which 
7s well-pleaſing in his fight, through Feſus Chriſt ; to 


whom be glory for ever and ever, Aan. 
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